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lifetime would necessarily be incomplete. If at all, It could only
be written after my death. And even so let me give the warn-
ing that it would fail to give a complete exposition of qhimsa.
No man has ever been able to describe God fully. The same
holds true of ahimsa. 1 can give no guarantee that I will do or
believe tomorrow what I do or hold to be true today. God alone
is omniscient. Man in the flesh is essentially imperfect He
may be described as being made in the image of God but he is
far from being God. God is invisible, beyond the reach of the
human eye. All that we can do, therefore, is to try to under-
stand the words and actions of those whom we regard as men
of God. Let them soak into our being and let us endeavour ta
translate them into action but only so far as they appeal to the
heart. Could any scientific treatise do more for us ?

Poona, 25-2-'46                                 (From Earijanbandhu)

Harijan, 3-3-1946
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COERCIVE FAST
Telegrams and letters condemning my remarks about Rajaji
have been received. Some of them say that all the praise
bestowed on Rajaji is well deserved. They admit his integrity^
self-sacrifice, great ability and administrative capacity. But
they hold his so-called apostasy in 1942 to be unforgivable and
. add that his scheming to be Premier of Madras is insufferable.
For me there is no offence or apostasy in resigning from the-
Congress and maintaining one's views. If he is scheming to get
the Premiership, It is undoubtedly worthy of condemnation and
would be a sad discovery for me.
But my purpose in reverting to the subject is not' for the
sake of defending Mm. My opinion carries no authority save
moral which can be rejected at will. What I want is to repre-
hend the threat of fasting or the'fast itself if I do
the epithet 'clique' in respect of those who are opposing
I have given my meaning of the word. And I adhere to ife i
according to that meaning. Nobody Should be